	STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF MITCHELL


	IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE

SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION

08 CVS 35



	BRANDON W. GOLDSTEIN,

Plaintiff, 

v. 

COUNRTYWIDE HOME LOANS, INC.,

Defendant.


	ORDER DENYING DESIGNATION AS A MANDATORY COMPLEX BUSINESS CASE



The complaint in the above-captioned case was filed in Mitchell County on February 13, 2008.  The complaint alleges, among other things, that Defendant Countrywide Home Loans, Inc, (“Countrywide”) failed to register a security, committed securities fraud, and violated the North Carolina Investment Advisers Act.  (Compl. ¶¶ 109–125.)  Countrywide filed a Notice of Designation on March 18, 2008, requesting that this Court take jurisdiction of the case based on the Plaintiff’s securities fraud allegation which is “central” to the complaint.  Under the authority of North Carolina General Statute section 7A-45.4(e), the Court hereby determines ex mero motu that this action should not be designated as a mandatory complex business case.


As the Defendant has noted in the Notice of Designation, there are currently two cases pending in Wake County with the same nexus of facts as this action.  Case number 07-CVS-9006 has been designated a 2.1 exceptional case and assigned to Judge Paul Ridgeway.  Case number 07-CVS-1487 has not yet been designated a Rule 2.1 exceptional case.  The issues in the case at bar will be similar if not identical to the issues that will be raised before Judge Ridgeway.  Judge Ridgeway can coordinate discovery in the two cases and, perhaps, the third case.  Assigning the cases to him will also eliminate the possibility of inconsistent rulings.  It is the Court’s opinion that justice will be better served if the cases at bar were heard by that same judge.  The Court therefore recommends to the Chief Justice that case number 08-CVS-35 be designated a Rule 2.1 exceptional civil case and assigned to Judge Ridgeway.
IT IS SO ORDERED this the 1st day of April, 2008.

___/s/ Ben F. Tennille_____________

The Honorable Ben F. Tennille

Chief Special Superior Court Judge

     for Complex Business Cases
